
What would you
say about

someone who...?
 



...Who was born of
fire?

1 2 / 1 2 / 1 7 7 9  I N  J O I G N Y  ( F R A N C E )
S H E  W A S  T H E  Y O U N G E S T  O F  T H R E E

S I B L I N G S
 



...Who grew up contemplating the
vines on her land, considering
how the shoots adhere to the

vine?

A N D  T H U S  U N D E R S T O O D  T H A T  T H E  S E C R E T
T O  B E A R I N G  F R U I T  I S  I N  T H E  L I F E  T H A T

I S  B O R N  F R O M  T H E  R O O T S



T H E  F R E N C H  R E V O L U T I O N
C O N V U L S E D  F R A N C E  A N D ,  

B Y  E X T E N S I O N ,  O T H E R
E U R O P E A N  N A T I O N S  O F

E U R O P E .  
I T  B E G A N  I N  1 7 8 9 .

 

...Who was only 10 years old when
the French Revolution broke out

and changed the world?



...Who knew how to strengthen
her experience of the love of God

in spite of the demands that
enveloped her?

S H E  W A S  E D U C A T E D  I N  H E R  M O T H E R ' S  J A N S E N I S M

S H E  W A S  S H A P E D  B Y  T H E  R I G I D I T Y  A N D  D E M A N D S  O F  

H E R  B R O T H E R  T H E  P R I E S T

 



...who knew how to open her mind
and her horizons through

knowledge?

S H E  L E A R N E D  H I S T O R Y ,  L I T E R A T U R E ,  P H I L O S O P H Y ,

A S T R O N O M Y ,  L A T I N ,  G R E E K . . .  S H E  W A S  A B L E  T O  R E A D

A L L  K I N D S  O F  C L A S S I C A L  W O R K S  I N  T H E I R  O R I G I N A L

L A N G U A G E

 



R E A D I N G  S A I N T  T E R E S A ,  S H E  P R O G R E S S E D  I N  H E R  L I F E

O F  P R A Y E R ,  W I T H  S A I N T  I G N A T I U S  A N D  S A I N T  F R A N C I S C O

J A V I E R ,  S H E  B E C A M E  P A S S I O N A T E  A B O U T  T R A N S F O R M I N G

T H E  W O R L D  A C C O R D I N G  T O  T H E  H E A R T  O F  C H R I S T

 

...who knew how to combine her
contemplative and active

vocation, thus changing the
society of her time?

 



...who unwittingly became the cornerstone of a new
community that sought to promote the encounter of

others with the love of Jesus Christ? 

T H E  N E W  S O C I E T Y  W A S  E S T A B L I S H E D  O N  N O V E M B E R  2 1 ,

1 8 0 0 .

I N  T H E  M I D S T  O F  O P P O S I T I O N  A N D  C R I T I C I S M ,  S O P H I E

C H O S E  S I L E N C E ,  W A I T I N G  P A T I E N T L Y  A N D

F O R G I V E N E S S .  S H E  R E M A I N E D  F A I T H F U L  T O  T H E

C H U R C H .

 

 



...who was able to
bring her project to

the ends of the earth?

I N  1 8 0 4 ,  S H E  O P E N E D  A  S E C O N D  B O A R D I N G  S C H O O L

I N  G R E N O B L E .  I N  1 8 1 8 ,  P H I L I P P I N E  D U C H E S N E  L E F T

F O R  A M E R I C A ,  A N D  T H E  F I R S T  F O U N D A T I O N S  I N

L O U I S I A N A ,  F R O M  1 8 0 0  T O  1 8 3 0 ,  3 1  B O A R D I N G

S C H O O L S  W E R E  O P E N E D .  F R O M  1 8 3 0  T O  1 8 5 0 ,  5 1

O T H E R  F O U N D A T I O N S .  I N  1 8 6 5 ,  A T  T H E  T I M E  O F  T H E

F O U N D E R ' S  D E A T H ,  T H E  I N S T I T U T E  H A D  8 9

B O A R D I N G  S C H O O L S  L O C A T E D  I N  W E S T E R N  A N D

E A S T E R N  E U R O P E ,  N O R T H  A M E R I C A ,  A N D  C H I L E .

  



...who founded schools for
all in the hope that her

students would transform
the world?

S H E  W A S  A L W A Y S  C O N C E R N E D  T H A T  T H E  E D U C A T I O N  O F  T H E  S A C R E D

H E A R T  S H O U L D  A L S O  R E A C H  D I S A D V A N T A G E D  G I R L S :  W H E R E V E R

T H E R E  W E R E  G I R L S ’  B O A R D I N G  S C H O O L S ,  F R E E  S C H O O L S  W E R E

O P E N E D .



St. Madeleine Sophie, "A
woman ready to change the

world".

Such a person existed and 
we are her legacy.
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